The role of research evidence in pharmaceutical policy making: evidence when necessary but not necessarily evidence.
The use of research evidence in policy making at the legislative and administrative levels would appear to be very selective. Focusing on pharmaceutical policy, this paper argues that research evidence is only one ingredient leading to a policy decision and that any examination of research transfer into policy must take into account the many other factors which impact on decision making. The paper describes the policy making process, barriers to the uptake of research evidence into policy and ways of improving research uptake into policy making. Examples are given from drug licensing, remuneration policies, post-marketing surveillance and product withdrawal from the market.